
Group Field Trips &

Educational Programs

Fall/Winter 2012–2013

Learn and explore at  
The Building for Kids 
Children’s Museum. Enhance 
your school visit with a 
Discovery or Premium Class 
and immerse students in an 
educational experience that 
entertains, teaches, and 
reinforces their curiosity.

Call 920-734-3226 ext. 10 to schedule  
your field trip at The Building for Kids  

Children’s Museum in Downtown Appleton



Welc
ome

Open Mondays  
for pre-scheduled  
field trip classes  
and group visits!

Thank you for your interest in the field 
trip program at The Building for Kids 
Children’s Museum. This brochure 
includes the information you will need 
to plan a fun, hands-on educational 
visit for your school, child care center 
or community group. Field trip 
experiences include an opportunity 
for children to explore the Museum’s 
exhibits and participate in learning 
activities based on their age, interests 
and developmental abilities. The 
Museum’s exhibits and programs are 
designed to:

•	Immerse children in learning 
through hands-on experiences

•	Engage children in the arts, 
sciences and humanities

•	Enhance cognitive, physical, social 
and emotional development

•	Reinforce newly acquired skills
•	Celebrate cultural and ethnic 

diversity
•	Extend classroom learning
•	Encourage children to use 

imagination and creativity
•	Foster individual learning styles

The Museum is proud to serve as 
a resource for early childhood and 
elementary education professionals.

Museum exhibits and programs reflect 
Wisconsin state academic standards 
and developmental milestones 
recognized by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children. 
Our Education department can 
help ensure that your group’s 
visit complements your classroom 
curriculum. Furthermore, our team 
can model teaching techniques, and 
provide tools and activities that will 
enhance your group’s learning before, 
during and after your visit.

The Building for Kids  
Children’s Museum is closed to  

the public on Mondays. However,  
the Museum will open on Mondays for 

pre-scheduled field trip visits.  
The Museum is committed to providing 

engaging and successful Museum 
experiences for all of our visitors. 

Call 920-734-3226 ext. 10  
to schedule your  

reservation.

Our Mission
To build 

children’s 
imagination, 

creativity, and 
confidence.
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Welcome!

Permanent Exhibits

The exhibits in The Building for Kids Children’s Museum are designed by children for children.  
Each exhibit supports building imagination, creativity and confidence. Learning experiences  

are hands-on, open-ended and self-directed. 

Castle Adventure Focused on 
hand-eye coordination development, 
this mini golf experience has guests 
outsmarting dragons and saving the 
castle treasure.

Doll Hospital Kids engage in 
dramatic play as they wear hospital 
scrubs and care for very life-like baby 
dolls.

Kwik Trip The Kwik 
Trip convenience store 

in Kids Town looks just like 
Mom and Dad’s gas station with 
grocery scanners, a gas pump and 
kitchen prep area.

Gulfstream Jet The 
Gulfstream Jet’s realistic 
cockpit and control tower 
inspire aspiring pilots and 
their passengers to let their 
imaginations take flight. 

Kids Town Diner Serving up fun at a 
colorful counter and booth, children 
prepare and serve pretend favorite 
foods.

DaVinci Studio DaVinci Art & 
Science Studio always has engaging—
and sometimes messy—art and 

science projects that spark the 
imaginations and creativity of 

visitors of all ages.

Story Tree The Museum’s 
showpiece is the giant 
Story Tree with 5 tree forts 
to explore. Varying degrees 

of difficulty offer children of 
all ages fun and challenging 

adventures.

Move-It Move-It demonstrates several 
small simple machine concepts, 

including levers, pulleys, and 
more.

Water Play The water play 
area provides raincoats for children as 
they explore the wet and wonderful 

world of hydro-dynamics.

Huggies Happy Baby Garden 
A traditional Museum favorite for our 
youngest visitors. Children ages 0–3, 
and the adults in their lives, are able 
to explore this over-sized garden 

complete with celery slide, 
a cucumber stairway, and 
musical orange slice.

Construction Junction Put on a hard hat 
and take the controls of a realistic Boldt 

Crane with an electromagnet to 
move objects.

Station 99 Fire Truck Wear 
firefighter overalls, coats, boots, and 
hats as you learn about fire safety and 

sit in the driver’s seat of a fire 
engine!

Imagination Playground 
A breakthrough 
playspace concept 

to encourage child 
directed, unstructured 

free play.

The Amazing Heart 
Climb up and slide down the 
ventricles and arteries of a 
10-foot human heart!
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All characters are subject to change.

2012
September 24–28 
Mouse from  
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie

October 23–26 
Spot from Where’s Spot?

October 29–November 2 
Spot from Spot’s Halloween

November 16–23 
Spot from Spot’s Thanksgiving

December 10–21 
Mouse from If You Give  
a Mouse a Cookie

2013
January 14–25 
Spot from Spot’s Snowy Day

February 11–15 
Maisy from Maisy, Charley &  
the Wobbly Tooth 

March 4–8 
Cat in the Hat from The Cat in the Hat 

April 22–26 
Elephant & Piggie from Elephants Cannot Dance! 

May 13–17 
Ladybug Girl from Ladybug Girl 

June 10–14 
Wild Thing from Where the Wild Things Are

Storybook Stars Character Classes 
Grades PreK, K; $2/child (Total price including field trip admission: $5/child)

Meet the character, have a story read aloud, and create a fun art project at the Museum. Also, costumed characters are 
available to make school visits; please call for pricing and availability. If You Give A Mouse A Cookie and Where’s Spot? 

are two books that are featured in the Museum’s travelling exhibit, Storyland, at the Museum September 22–January 27.

Collaborative Field Trip Experiences 
The Building for Kids Children’s Museum and The History Museum at the Castle: Simple Machines

Offered Tuesdays from October 2–December 18, 2012; grades 1, 2, 3; minimum 12 students; maximum 60 students
Discover simple machines at the History Museum’s Leonardo da Vinci’s Machines in Motion exhibit  

and The Building for Kids Children’s Museum. 
To book this Simple Machines field trip, call 920-735-9370 x 115 or email patty@myhistorymuseum.org 

Option A:
$7.50/student; 1 chaperone for every 4 kids is free; extra 

chaperones pay regular adult admission 
9:00 AM–10:30 AM: Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion 

exhibit at The History Museum at the Castle
10:45 AM–11:30 AM: Explore at The Building for Kids 

Children’s Museum 
11:30 AM–12:00 PM: Lunch at The Building for Kids  

Children’s Museum 
12:00 PM–1:00 PM: Explore at The Building for Kids  

Children’s Museum 
1:00 PM–2:00 PM: “Simple Machines” Discovery Class at  

The Building for Kids Children’s Museum 

Option B:
$6.50/student; 1 chaperone for every 4 kids is free; extra 

chaperones pay regular adult admission
9:00 AM–10:30 AM: Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion 

exhibit at The History Museum at the Castle
10:45 AM–11:30 AM: Explore at The Building for Kids 

Children’s Museum 
11:30 AM–12:00 PM: Lunch at The Building for Kids  

Children’s Museum

 

The Building for Kids Children’s Museum and Appleton Public Library: Early Childhood Literacy 
Offered Thursdays from October 29, 2012 through January 25, 2013; grade K; minimum 12 students

9:00 AM–10:30 AM: Visit Appleton Public Library for a multi-media and interactive field trip experience featuring The Snowy Day by 
Ezra Jack Keats.  

10:30 AM: Walk to The Building for Kids Children’s Museum and explore an interactive scene from The Snowy Day in the Museum’s 
travelling exhibit, Storyland ($3/child), OR explore Storyland and participate in the “What’s the Weather?” Discovery Class  
($5/child). 

11:30 AM–12:00 PM: Lunch at The Building for Kids Children’s Museum (optional)

Storybook Stars Character Classes sponsored by
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Discovery and Premium Classes

Discovery Classes
Being a Scientist (grades PreK, K) Scientists investigate 
and experiment, and you will too. Have fun exploring 
learning centers that focus on the 5 senses. Finish the 
class with a “sensational” experiment.

What’s the Weather? (grades K, 1, 2, 3) Learn about the 
many factors that affect our weather. Bring the weather 
indoors by creating a cloud in a jar. Explore the properties 
of air, water, and temperature.

Where in the World? (grades 1, 2, 3) Focused on learning 
about the world around you, this fun introduction to 
geography has students exploring land forms, products, 
animals and landmarks. Students create an oversized map 
of the world to take back to their classroom.

Simple Machines (grades 1, 2, 3) Calling all inventors! 
Simple Machines introduce students to tools that make 
work easier. Levers, inclined planes, wheels, axles, 
pulleys, wedges and screws use energy to work. Students 
learn about simple machines and build their own toy.

The Museum’s classes are a great way to expand on concepts learned in the Museum or in the classroom. The following 
programs encourage learning through the use of materials, props, demonstrations, group interaction, and hands-on 

activities. All classes are 45 minutes in length and offered at 9:30 AM, 10:30 AM, and 1:00 PM.

Premium Classes
Kaleidoscope (grades K, 1, 2, 3) The Museum’s most 
popular class! Students experiment with light and color 
using lenses, prisms, and chromatography. Assemble 
The Building for Kids Children’s Museum signature 
kaleidoscope to take home.

Discover Japan (grades 1, 2, 3) Students will experience 
the Japanese culture through a variety of hands-on 
opportunities. Learning activities include creating hikaru 
dorodango, designing batik prints, writing Japanese 
katakana initial scrolls, folding origami cats and dogs, 
fashioning Japanese hanging koi, and using chopsticks to 
sample a bento (traditional Japanese lunch box).

Magnificent Matter and Kitchen Chemistry (grades 1, 
2, 3, 4) Students are presented with possibilities to 
explore the three states of matter through 10 different 
experiments. Make fascinating discoveries about how 
matter changes. Play with polymers and dip into crazy 
colloids. Remember, experiments can be sloppy!

“The Giving ME” Class 2012–2013 
Offered October 8, November 12, December 10, April 8, & May 13; grades 1,2, 3

Future philanthropists discover ways to earn, save and spend money and how it impacts their local community. Through 
this unique field trip experience, students use their imagination, creativity and confidence to make money through 
everyday activities. Learners decide to spend money on needs, leisure activities or donations to a local charity. This field 
trip experience is generously supported by a grant from unrestricted funds within the Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region. Please contact the Museum for details.

100th Day Celebration
Offered Mondays in January, February & March; $5/child (includes $3 field trip admission rate)

Celebrate the 100th Day of School with us! Enjoy a unique experience that connects the Museum’s exhibits and 
programs to the number 100. In commemoration of this important milestone, the number of classes in the Museum is 
limited to provide a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
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How To Visit

Booking 
Your Field Trip

To make a reservation, call 920-734-3226 ext. 10 
a minimum of two weeks in advance. When calling 

please provide the following information:

	•	Name	of	school	and	teacher’s	contact	information

•		Number	of	children	in	your	group	and	their	grade	levels

•	Date	preferences	for	your	visit

•		Time	preferences	for	arrival,	classes,	lunch	and	
departure

Once your reservation is complete,  
a confirmation letter will be sent to you.

The Museum reserves the right to cancel field trips 
that have not fully completed their 

registration in advance.

Chaperone Policy
There is a requirement of one adult 
chaperone (18 or older) for every 
four children (total number of 
chaperones includes teachers).

Required chaperones are admitted 
free; additional adults are $3 each.

What if I am missing a chaperone? 
You will be charged $4 for each 
chaperone missing from the number 
required for your group size. 

An insufficient number of chaperones may 
result in the cancellation of your field trip.

Cancellation Policy
Groups cancelling fewer than 7 days 
in advance of their scheduled visit will 
be charged a $30 cancellation fee. 
Inclement weather will be taken into 
consideration.

Pricing
Field Trip Admission includes an orientation to the Museum 
and time to explore all of the Museum’s hands-on exhibits - 
$3/child 

Add a 25-minute room reservation for lunch – Free  
(by advance reservation only)

Add a Discovery Class: +$2/child (Total price: $5/child)

Add a Premium Class: +$3/child (Total price: $6/child)

Field Trips are open to groups of children through 4th grade 
(age 9) who attend public and private schools, child care 
agencies, licensed daycares, or are affiliated with established 
civic or home-school organizations. To qualify for the field trip 
admission rate, groups must have a minimum of 12 children, 
and your group must register, arrive and pay as one group.
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When You Visit

Bus Drop-Off
The Museum has a reserved bus drop-off space 
behind The Building for Kids Children’s Museum.  
The bus drop-off space is located on East 
Washington Street, next to Cheyenne’s Grill. Five 
minutes prior to your arrival, teachers are asked 
to call 920-734-3226 ext. 15 so a staff member 
can meet you at the bus drop-off. Children and 
chaperones should remain on the bus until the arrival 
of a museum staff member, who will give a short 
orientation, assist with unloading, and escort you to 
the field trip entrance.

Parking
BUSES may park at either Zion Lutheran Church, 912 
N. Oneida Street, or First English Lutheran Church, 
326 E. North Street.

CARS may park in the MidTown Ramp, located at the 
intersection of Appleton Street and Lawrence Street, 
half a block from the Museum’s main entrance. Cost 
for all day parking is $2, paid upon entrance. On-
street meter parking is also available.

Lunches
Groups are welcome to bring their own food and 
beverages. Lunch space must be reserved in advance.

The Building for Kids Children’s Museum is located 
on the street level at the corner of College Avenue 
and Appleton Street in Downtown Appleton.

100 W. College Avenue, Appleton, Wisconsin 54911

Upon Arrival
•	 Teachers are asked to call the museum 5 minutes 

prior to your arrival: 920-734-3226 ext. 15

•	 A Museum staff member will meet you at your 
bus and escort you to the Field Trip Entrance on 
Appleton Street.

•	 Please arrive 15 minutes before any prescheduled 
Discovery or Premium classes. Groups that arrive 
late will have an abbreviated field trip class time 
due to scheduling considerations.

•	 Please stop your group in the field trip entrance 
space on the first floor of the Museum.

•	 Have one group representative check in at the 
Museum’s Welcome Center Desk, located on 
the first floor, and provide the total number of 
children and adults in the group. Please note that 
refunds are not provided for children who are 
registered but absent on the day of your visit. If 
you have additional children and chaperones on 
the day of your visit, you may pay for them at this 
time.

TEACHERS!

Want to preview the 
Museum first? Receive FREE 

admission during regular 
business hours for one 
education professional  

with current ID.
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Children’s favorite books come alive at 

Storyland:
A Trip Through 
Childhood Favorites
a new traveling exhibit at  
The Building for Kids Children’s 
Museum. The exhibit, designed to 
build literacy skills in young learners, 
runs from September 22, 2012, to 
January 27, 2013.

The bilingual exhibit transforms seven beloved 
and award-winning picture books into three-
dimensional play and learning environments 
that highlight six pre-reading skills. Children 
will explore and improve their literacy skills 
by participating in imaginative, interactive 
experiences and dramatic play.

Books featured in the exhibit include:
The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats

Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura 
Numeroff

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. 
and John Archambault

Abuela by Arthur Dorros

Tuesday by David Wiesner 
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